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Genesis 1:1-31
New International Version (NIV)
The Beginning

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he 
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called 
“night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.” 7 So God 
made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it. And it was so. 
8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” 
And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And 
God saw that it was good.

11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that 
bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced 
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it 
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let 
them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the 
vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the 
greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 
17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the 
night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with 
which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And 
there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the 
creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was 
so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, 
and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was 
good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,[a] and over 
all the creatures that move along the ground.”

27 
So God created mankind in his own image,
    in the image of God he created them;
    male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that 
moves on the ground.”

29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every 
tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth 
and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has 



the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the sixth day.

Genesis 2:1-4
New International Version (NIV)
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.

2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested 
from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested 
from all the work of creating that he had done.

Adam and Eve

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God made 
the earth and the heavens.
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Genesis 2:7-9
New International Version (NIV)
7 Then the Lord God formed a man[a] from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living being.

8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had 
formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to 
the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.

Genesis 2:18-24
New International Version (NIV)
18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”

19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He 
brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living 
creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all 
the wild animals.

But for Adam[a] no suitable helper was found. 21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep 
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs[b] and then closed up the place with 
flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib[c] he had taken out of the man, and he 
brought her to the man.

23 The man said,

“This is now bone of my bones
    and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’
    for she was taken out of man.”
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one 
flesh.
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Genesis 3:1-7
New International Version (NIV)
The Fall

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to 



the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 
‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or 
you will die.’”

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from 
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was 
with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

Genesis 3:23-24
New International Version (NIV)
23 So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had 
been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side[a] of the Garden of Eden 
cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.
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Genesis 6:5-8
New International Version (NIV)
5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. 6 The Lord regretted that he 
had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled. 7 So the Lord said, “I will 
wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds 
and the creatures that move along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found 
favor in the eyes of the Lord.

Genesis 6:13-22
New International Version (NIV)
13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence 
because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself an ark 
of cypress[a] wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 15 This is how you are to 
build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high.[b] 16 Make 
a roof for it, leaving below the roof an opening one cubit[c] high all around.[d] Put a door in the side 
of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth 
to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on 
earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your 
sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living 
creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind 
of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 
21 You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for 
them.”

22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.

Genesis 7:17
New International Version (NIV)
17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark 
high above the earth.

Genesis 7:23-24
New International Version (NIV)
23 Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; people and animals and the creatures 
that move along the ground and the birds were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those 
with him in the ark.

24 The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days.

Genesis 8:1



New International Version (NIV)
8 But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, 
and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.

Genesis 8:6-22
New International Version (NIV)
6 After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the ark 7 and sent out a raven, and it kept 
flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out a dove to see if 
the water had receded from the surface of the ground. 9 But the dove could find nowhere to perch 
because there was water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He 
reached out his hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. 10 He waited seven 
more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove returned to him in the 
evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded 
from the earth. 12 He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not 
return to him.

13 By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, the water had dried up from 
the earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was 
dry. 14 By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was completely dry.

15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. 
17 Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures 
that move along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number 
on it.”

18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 All the animals and 
all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on land—came 
out of the ark, one kind after another.

20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he 
sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never 
again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though[a] every inclination of the human heart 
is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.

22 
“As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat,
summer and winter,
day and night
will never cease.”
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Genesis 12:1-3
New International Version (NIV)
The Call of Abram

12 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the 
land I will show you.

2 
“I will make you into a great nation,
    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.[a]
3 
I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”[b]
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Genesis 22:1-14
New International Version (NIV)
Abraham Tested

22 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied.

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants 
and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God 
had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said 
to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and 
then we will come back to you.”

6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried 
the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father 
Abraham, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”

8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two 
of them went on together.

9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the 
wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached 
out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from 
heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied.

12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, 
because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram[a] caught by its horns. He went over and 
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place 
The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”
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Genesis 25:1-34
New International Version (NIV)
The Death of Abraham

25 Abraham had taken another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, 
Medan, Midian, Ishbak and Shuah. 3 Jokshan was the father of Sheba and Dedan; the descendants of 
Dedan were the Ashurites, the Letushites and the Leummites. 4 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, 
Hanok, Abida and Eldaah. All these were descendants of Keturah.

5 Abraham left everything he owned to Isaac. 6 But while he was still living, he gave gifts to the sons 
of his concubines and sent them away from his son Isaac to the land of the east.

7 Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years. 8 Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a 
good old age, an old man and full of years; and he was gathered to his people. 9 His sons Isaac and 
Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Ephron son of Zohar the 
Hittite, 10 the field Abraham had bought from the Hittites.[a] There Abraham was buried with his wife 



Sarah. 11 After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac, who then lived near Beer Lahai Roi.

Ishmael’s Sons

12 This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Ishmael, whom Sarah’s slave, Hagar the 
Egyptian, bore to Abraham.

13 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, listed in the order of their birth: Nebaioth the firstborn 
of Ishmael, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15 Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish and 
Kedemah. 16 These were the sons of Ishmael, and these are the names of the twelve tribal rulers 
according to their settlements and camps. 17 Ishmael lived a hundred and thirty-seven years. He 
breathed his last and died, and he was gathered to his people. 18 His descendants settled in the area 
from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt, as you go toward Ashur. And they lived in 
hostility toward[b] all the tribes related to them.

Jacob and Esau

19 This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Isaac.

Abraham became the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah 
daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan Aram[c] and sister of Laban the Aramean.

21 Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was childless. The Lord answered his 
prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she 
said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the Lord.

23 The Lord said to her,

“Two nations are in your womb,
    and two peoples from within you will be separated;
one people will be stronger than the other,
    and the older will serve the younger.”
24 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. 25 The first to come 
out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau.[d] 26 After this, 
his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.[e] Isaac was sixty 
years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.

27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was 
content to stay at home among the tents. 28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but 
Rebekah loved Jacob.

29 Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. 30 He 
said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I’m famished!” (That is why he was also 
called Edom.[f])

31 Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”

32 “Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me?”

33 But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob.

34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and 
left.

So Esau despised his birthright.

Genesis 28:10-15
New International Version (NIV)
Jacob’s Dream at Bethel

10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he stopped for 
the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay 
down to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top 
reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 There above it[a] 
stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I 



will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants will be like 
the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the 
south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.[b] 15 I am with you and 
will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I 
have done what I have promised you.”
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Genesis 37:23-28
New International Version (NIV)
23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was 
wearing— 24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no 
water in it.

25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take 
them down to Egypt.

26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 
27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, 
our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed.

28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold 
him for twenty shekels[a] of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.

Genesis 45:3-15
New International Version (NIV)
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able to 
answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your 
brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with 
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For two 
years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and 
reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your 
lives by a great deliverance.[a]

8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his 
entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9 Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what 
your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 10 You shall 
live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and 
herds, and all you have. 11 I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. 
Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’

12 “You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am speaking to 
you. 13 Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have seen. 
And bring my father down here quickly.”

14 Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him, 
weeping. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him.

December 9

Exodus 2:1-10
New International Version (NIV)
The Birth of Moses

2 Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became pregnant and gave birth 
to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. 3 But when she could 
hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket[a] for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she 
placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister stood at a 



distance to see what would happen to him.

5 Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the 
riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female slave to get it. 6 She opened it 
and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she 
said.

7 Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the 
baby for you?”

8 “Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to 
her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and 
nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her 
son. She named him Moses,[b] saying, “I drew him out of the water.”
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1 Samuel 3:1-18
New International Version (NIV)
The Lord Calls Samuel

3 The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the Lord was rare; 
there were not many visions.

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his 
usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the 
Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord called Samuel.

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.

6 Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 
me.”

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.

8 A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you 
called me.”

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he 
calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

11 And the Lord said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of 
everyone who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke 
against his family—from beginning to end. 13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever 
because of the sin he knew about; his sons blasphemed God,[a] and he failed to restrain them. 
14 Therefore I swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or 
offering.’”

15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the Lord. He was afraid 
to tell Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.”

Samuel answered, “Here I am.”

17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever 
so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything, hiding 



nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the Lord; let him do what is good in his eyes.”
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1 Samuel 16:1-13
New International Version (NIV)
Samuel Anoints David

16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over 
Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have 
chosen one of his sons to be king.”

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to 
the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”

4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled 
when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”

5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and 
come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice.

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before 
the Lord.”

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. 
The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks at the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not 
chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord 
chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The 
Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance 
and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day 
on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.
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1 Samuel 17:12-51
New International Version (NIV)
12 Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse 
had eight sons, and in Saul’s time he was very old. 13 Jesse’s three oldest sons had followed Saul to 
the war: The firstborn was Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah. 14 David was the 
youngest. The three oldest followed Saul, 15 but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his 
father’s sheep at Bethlehem.

16 For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand.

17 Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah[a] of roasted grain and these ten loaves of 
bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp. 18 Take along these ten cheeses to the commander 



of their unit. See how your brothers are and bring back some assurance[b] from them. 19 They are 
with Saul and all the men of Israel in the Valley of Elah, fighting against the Philistines.”

20 Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse 
had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war 
cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. 22 David left his things 
with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and asked his brothers how they were. 23 As he was 
talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted 
his usual defiance, and David heard it. 24 Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him 
in great fear.

25 Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to 
defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter 
in marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.”

26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and 
removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies 
of the living God?”

27 They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, “This is what will be done for the 
man who kills him.”

28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him 
and asked, “Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the 
wilderness? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch 
the battle.”

29 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” 30 He then turned away to someone 
else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as before. 31 What David said was 
overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him.

32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight 
him.”

33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young 
man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”

34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear 
came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from 
its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed 
both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied 
the armies of the living God. 37 The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the 
bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.”

Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.”

38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on 
his head. 39 David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not 
used to them.

“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. 
40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the 
pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.

41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 42 He 
looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and 
he despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and 
the wild animals!”

45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come 
against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This 
very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole 



world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by 
sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our 
hands.”

48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 
49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. 
The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.

50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he 
struck down the Philistine and killed him.

51 David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew it from the sheath. 
After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword.

When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran.

December 13

1 Kings 3:5-14
New International Version (NIV)
5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for 
whatever you want me to give you.”

6 Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he 
was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him 
and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.

7 “Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a 
little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you 
have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a discerning 
heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this 
great people of yours?”

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, “Since you have 
asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your 
enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have asked. I will give you 
a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 
13 Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honor—so that in your 
lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 14 And if you walk in obedience to me and keep my 
decrees and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life.”

1 Kings 3:16-28
New International Version (NIV)
A Wise Ruling

16 Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. 17 One of them said, “Pardon me, my 
lord. This woman and I live in the same house, and I had a baby while she was there with me. 18 The 
third day after my child was born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there was no one in 
the house but the two of us.

19 “During the night this woman’s son died because she lay on him. 20 So she got up in the middle of 
the night and took my son from my side while I your servant was asleep. She put him by her breast 
and put her dead son by my breast. 21 The next morning, I got up to nurse my son—and he was 
dead! But when I looked at him closely in the morning light, I saw that it wasn’t the son I had borne.”

22 The other woman said, “No! The living one is my son; the dead one is yours.”

But the first one insisted, “No! The dead one is yours; the living one is mine.” And so they argued 
before the king.

23 The king said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive and your son is dead,’ while that one says, ‘No! Your 



son is dead and mine is alive.’”

24 Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword for the king. 25 He then gave an 
order: “Cut the living child in two and give half to one and half to the other.”

26 The woman whose son was alive was deeply moved out of love for her son and said to the king, 
“Please, my lord, give her the living baby! Don’t kill him!”

But the other said, “Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in two!”

27 Then the king gave his ruling: “Give the living baby to the first woman. Do not kill him; she is his 
mother.”

28 When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe, because they saw 
that he had wisdom from God to administer justice.

December 14

Matthew 1:18-25
New International Version (NIV)
Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about[a]: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet[b] did not want to expose her 
to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,[c] 
because he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”[d] (which means “God with us”).

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home 
as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave 
him the name Jesus.

December 15

Luke 1:26-38
New International Version (NIV)
The Birth of Jesus Foretold

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you.”

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But 
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 



overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 
sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left 
her.

December 16

Mark 1:1-8
New International Version (NIV)
John the Baptist Prepares the Way

1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,[a] the Son of God,[b] 2 as it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet:

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
    who will prepare your way”[c]—
3 
“a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.’”[d]
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. 
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his 
message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with[e] water, but he will baptize you with[f] the Holy 
Spirit.”

December 17

Ecclesiastes 8
New International Version (NIV)
8 
Who is like the wise?
    Who knows the explanation of things?
A person’s wisdom brightens their face
    and changes its hard appearance.

December 18

Exodus 3:2
New International Version (NIV)
2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that 
though the bush was on fire it did not burn up.

December 19

Isaiah 11:1-3
New International Version (NIV)
The Branch From Jesse

11 
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.



2 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
    the Spirit of counsel and of might,
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—
3 
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
    or decide by what he hears with his ears;

December 20

Isaiah 22:22
New International Version (NIV)
22 I will place on his shoulder the key to the house of David; what he opens no one can shut, and what 
he shuts no one can open.

December 21

Psalm 19:6-7
New International Version (NIV)
6 
It rises at one end of the heavens
    and makes its circuit to the other;
    nothing is deprived of its warmth.
7 
The law of the Lord is perfect,
    refreshing the soul.
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,
    making wise the simple.

December 22

Psalm 2:7-8
New International Version (NIV)
7 I will proclaim the Lord’s decree:

He said to me, “You are my son;
    today I have become your father.
8 
Ask me,
    and I will make the nations your inheritance,
    the ends of the earth your possession.

Ephesians 2:14-20
New International Version (NIV)
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His 
purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one 
body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He 
came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For 
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 
also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.



December 23

Isaiah 7:14
New International Version (NIV)
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you[a] a sign: The virgin[b] will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and[c] will call him Immanuel.[d]

Isaiah 33:22
New International Version (NIV)
22 
For the Lord is our judge,
    the Lord is our lawgiver,
the Lord is our king;
    it is he who will save us.

December 24

John 1:1-14
New International Version (NIV)
The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with 
God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome[a] it.

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning 
that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light.

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which 
was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.


